
 Follow your passion ;  
It will lead to your purpose.  

- Oprah Winfrey

       Bluebird
Cancer Retreats
Providing Hope for Adults with Cancer

Seven years ago, Sharon Yonker, Marcie Lynch and 
Jackie Vandenburg approached Bluebird with an idea 
and a desire to partner with Grand Haven Area Public 
Schools (GHAPS) to serve families in our community 
battling cancer. What started as one ‘purple game’ 
with the high school football team, has now become 
a culture at GHAPS and has spread to every sports 
team as well as the arts programs! Bucs Pride tee 
shirts now mark the start of a school year, with a new 
design unveiled at the Coast Guard Festival parade and 
sold at ‘Give and Take’, the school year kickoff open 
house. Students are wearing purple pride to honor 
and remember fellow students, grandparents, family 
and friends! “Not a day goes by that you don’t see a 
purple pride shirt in the community” shares Sharon 
Yonker. “It’s taken a few years, but today, students, 
coaches and parents are now approaching me to see 
what they can do to help”. Sharon’s passion comes 
from her own experiences. She lost her father, Gene 
Rothi to cancer in 2004, and then lost the battle with 
her daughter Marcie at age 37. The high school football 
stadium was named in her father’s honor as a former 
teacher and coach, after sharing 34 years in the district. 

 “Sharon values being present for people and I think for 
her it’s a way to honor her daughter”, explains Marcie 
Lynch, friend and Bucs Pride partner.

Sharon hand delivers a majority of our Community 
Cares baskets and shares “when I deliver a basket to 
someone, I always mention that if they see a student 
wearing a purple shirt, just say thanks”. This program 
has allowed Bluebird to expand its mission in a variety 
of ways, and beyond that, it has set a tone in our 
schools and our community to use our talents and 
efforts to support others! 

High school senior Conner Lund knows exactly how 
important purple pride can be when your life is turned 
upside down. When his “gamma” was diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer in 2016, Conner found a huge 
amount of support with his team and his Grand Haven 
school family. Conner shares “to have her be a part 
of Bucs Pride and the purple game, dressed in the 
matching purple shirt, was the most emotionally 
important moment for me during her whole battle and 
I really could not be more grateful for those words I got 
to speak with her. It was unforgettable and I wouldn’t 
trade it for the world”. Marcie Lynch sums up the 
Bucs Pride movement with this “We let people know 
that it isn’t about the big 
things. It can be as simple 
as listening to a story, 
providing a snack during 
treatment or rubbing 
someone’s shoulders. Bucs 
Pride lets people know that 
they are not going through 
this alone. And most 
importantly, there wouldn’t 
be a ‘Bucs Pride’ if we 
didn’t have a community 
that embraced it!” 

Renee Denslow, 
Executive Director
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A Culture in Our Community 

I am impressed and thankful 
every day for the hundreds of 
Bluebird volunteers that are 
dedicated to our mission of 

“enhancing the lives of those 
fighting cancer.” 2017 continues 

to be another strong year for Bluebird. The team of 
Bluebird volunteers and staff make our retreats a 
success, providing a needed boost and assistance to 
all of our participants in their personal fight against 
cancer. Each of our retreats host approximately 
25 guests , and is staffed by as many volunteers 
providing counselling, rest, relaxation, sharing, 
and recharging. We sponsor ongoing weekly and 
monthly support groups, and recently expanded via 
a partnership with Momcology to provide support 
to mothers who have children fighting cancer.

We are always thankful for our growing relationships 
with the West Michigan hospitals and oncology 
centers, including Metro/U of M, Spectrum, 
Mercy Health, Holland Hospital and Cancer & 
Hematology of West Michigan. We humbly count 
it as an honor to be a support to their patients.

We will continue to focus our efforts on serving 
your friends and loved ones to the best of 
our abilities. Thank you to everyone that has 
helped make the dream of Bluebird a reality. 
Our generous donors, selfless volunteers and 
loving friends and family make Bluebird soar.

Rick Arnold, 
President, Board of Directors, 
Bluebird Cancer Retreats

Rick Arnold

NEW FILE SIZE: 10.5” WIDE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER

Get ready to hit the jungle 
at our 16th annual Gorilla 
Golf event Friday, September 
22nd! If you are “ape 
crazy” for the game, you 
will LOVE this event! Gorilla 
Golf is not your typical golf outing… and it isn’t just 
for the diehard enthusiast… it is for ANYONE who 
loves to have fun and support a great cause! You 
don’t pay a dime to play, but your friends, family 
and co-workers will be crazy about supporting you 
to hit as many holes as you can in an 8 hour day on 
the course. Last year King Kong, Mike Dudick hit 252 
holes to support those in our community in the fight 
for their life! Don’t worry, everyone isn’t as crazy 
as Mike! But everyone at this event loves to have a 
lot of fun and do a good thing at the same time. 

Space is still available, contact our office for  
more information!

GET READY 
FOR GORILLA 

GOLF 
September 

22, 2017

Sharon Yonker Conner & Kelly Lund with Gamma 

Bucs Pride Student Section Bucs Pride Baseball Game vs. Spring Lake

Shelves Stocked 
by Bucs Pride at 
Johnson Family 
Cancer Center
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We would like to offer 
special thanks to the 

numerous volunteers and 
donors that like to give 
quietly and behind the 

scenes. Your generosity 
speaks volumes to the 

many people you serve! We 
can’t thank you enough 
for your loyal support!

Watch for current happenings 
at: www.bluebirdmi.org

Donations can be made on 
our website through 

917 W. Savidge St., Suite 37
Spring Lake, MI 49456

Board of Directors        Bluebird
Cancer Retreats
Providing Hope for Adults with Cancer

Please help us welcome our newest 
board member Marilyn Sytsma to the 
Bluebird family! Marilyn’s daughter 
Erin was diagnosed with cancer in 
2014 at age 36 and this became a 
journey for her entire family. Marilyn 
made it her life’s passion to support 
Erin in every way, including making 
unique hats for her when she lost her 
hair. She continues to make these 
hats for cancer survivors and is eager 
to share them with many Bluebird 
participants moving forward! Marilyn is a social worker by trade and works at 
Parmelee and Associates. She will certainly bring many skills and perspectives 
to the table at Bluebird and we are honored to have her join the team! 

Marilyn Sytsma

Volunteer Highlights: 
RETREATS:
September 15-17, 2017 – Newcomers

October 6-8, 2017 – Couples

October 28 & 29, 2017 – Reunion

Spring 2018 Momcology – 
watch for date to come

April 13 – 15, 2018 – Newcomers

April 20 - 22, 2018 – Couples 

September 7 - 9, 2018 – Newcomers

October 5 - 7, 2018 – Couples

October 20 & 21, 2018 – Reunion

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Friday, September 22, 2017 – Gorilla Golf

 
 
 
 

SUPPORT GROUPS:
Bluebird Cancer Support Group – 
Spring Lake  
Second Monday of each month  
5:30-7:00pm 
Bluebird Spring Lake Offices: 
917 W. Savidge St. #36  
In the Lake Pointe Condo building.

For more info contact Renee at  
rdenslow@bluebirdmi.org 
or 616-847-0839

Blue Bird Bosom Buddies  
Support Group – Holland 
First Thursday night of each month 
7:00-8:00pm. 
Biggby Coffee (private meeting room)
660 Chicago Dr.
Holland, MI 49423 

For more information contact Alecia 
Jones at ajones@hollandhospital.org

For more information or questions: 
Contact Renee Denslow at 616-847-0839 or rdenslow@bluebirdmi.org 

Bluebird 2016-17 Calendar 

Special Thanks to the Corporate Sponsors 
that have underwritten this event. Please 
patronize the businesses that help make 
this community something special!

LEGACY PARTNERS:
 Anlaan Corporation
  Metro Health – University of Michigan Health

  Mercy General Health Partners

PREMIER PARTNERS:

  Broadview Product 
Development

  BuckTale Farm

  Cancer & Hematology 
of West Michigan

  Dan & Patty Keller

  Eagle Alloy, Inc.

  Lacks Enterprises, Inc. 

  Robbins Road Animal Clinic

SUPPORTING PARTNERS:
  Barbara Ann Karmano’s 

Cancer Institute
  Core Realty Partner
  Garrett Law Offices
  Garrison Dental Solutions
  Michigan Mortgage
  Mike & Sandy Reinhart
  Shape Corporation
  Soils & Structures
  Spectrum Health

SUSTAINING PARTNERS: 
  Greenridge Realty – 

Christopher Peel

  Dr. Paul & Brenda Raphalian

  Generation Care

  Holland Hospital

  John & Shelly Brocci

  North Ottawa 
Community Hospital

  Scholten Fant Attorneys

  Shoreline Insurance

  Stu & Lisa Kingma

  The Vis Group 

A COMMUNITY UNITED TO SUPPORT 
BLUEBIRD CANCER RETREATS

WINGS OF STRENGTH

Wings of Strength was a fitting theme for our annual gala 
event as Bluebird continues to expand our programming to 
serve more people than ever! This year, we were honored to 
welcome Sharla Saunders as our guest speaker at the event. 
Sharla is the creator and retreat director for ‘Momcology’, 
our partner in offering the first ever retreat for moms that 
have kids with cancer in West Michigan. Because of the 
overwhelming success and support from this event, we 
are excited to share that we will bring ‘Momcology’ back 
in 2018 to pamper another deserving group of ladies. 

Many thanks to the VanKampen Foundation, Hampton 
Green Farm, and everyone that came out to make this 
night a true celebration of those we are honored to 
serve. We couldn’t do what we do without you! 


