
AN EVENT  TO BENEF IT

B l u e b i r d  C a n c e r  Re t r e a t s

For over five years, Bluebird Cancer Retreats 
has worked closely with Bucs Pride of Grand 
Haven Area Public Schools, combining efforts 
to serve those is our community battling cancer. 
This year, Bluebird has connected with Grand 
Haven Schools in another unique and powerful 
way through the iCreate360 program. 

iCreate360 is an innovative program at Grand 
Haven High School that integrates the best of cross-
curricular learning, collaboration, and blended 
learning. In 2016, 58 students participated in the 
2nd year of iCreate360, which explores the worlds 
of finance, entrepreneurship, and product design. 
The goal is to have students experience the entire 
entrepreneurial process, including concept, design, 
budgeting, manufacturing, marketing, and selling. 
Led by teachers, Chad Jettner, Jeremy Case and 

Diane Mahacek; 
teams of three 
students, create 
a business plan,  
promotion plan 
and their “flagship” paddle board. These boards 
are hand-shaped, EPS, carbon fiber reinforced 
boards. This is truly a one-of-a-kind program 
and it takes teaching to a whole new level!

This incredible learning opportunity has now 
expanded its scope to support Bluebird by raising 
over $1,000 with the sale of one of their boards at 
our summer gala auction event! We are proud to 
connect this incredible learning opportunity with a 
philanthropic connection to our community. Many 
thanks to Grand Haven High School teachers and 
students for continuing the Bucs Pride tradition!

“Be like a bird who, pausin g in her flight awhile 
boughs too slight, feels them give way beneath her, 

and yet sin gs, knowin g she hath win gs.”  
~ Victor Hugo 

Bluebird Cancer Retreats is excited to announce its new partnership 
with Momcology, a nonprofit organization that exists to ‘fill the gap of 
emotional support for mothers and primary caregivers of children with 
cancer.’ This amazing organization helps to ease the emotional pain and 
struggles that mothers face during this difficult journey, while empowering 
families with knowledge and understanding through the sharing of hope 
and support.

What started as one mother connecting with other mothers going through 
the same experience, Momcology has grown to become a worldwide online 
support system to help change the way this journey feels.

Momcology retreats are designed for moms to relax, connect and feel 
restored. This spring Bluebird will host our first momcology weekend that 
will provide the tools needed to help each mother rediscover herself after 
a life-changing event and support them to regain balance. Momcology has 
retreats across the country and we are looking forward to bringing this 
opportunity to West Michigan moms!

Renee Denslow, Executive Director 
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Note from the President

A Unique Combination of Efforts 

Momcology

It is hard to believe Bluebird 
Cancer Retreats is celebrating 
our 20th anniversary. The 
growth and outreach of Bluebird 
is truly incredible. Our retreats 
have been filled to capacity, our 
support groups in Spring Lake 
and Holland have grown, and 
our Community Cares program 
has allowed us to reach out to newly diagnosed 
individuals to share our support and resources to 
help on their journey. Our “Ultimate Heroes” Gala 
this summer was by far our most successful event 
to date, giving us the ability to meet the growing 
needs of those we serve. This year, we are blessed 
to have the opportunity to partner with another 
wonderful organization, Momcology, bringing 
support to our community for Moms that have 
children with cancer. We will continue to focus our 
efforts on serving your friends and loved ones to 
the best of our abilities. Thank you to everyone 
that has helped make the dream of Bluebird a 
reality. Our generous donors, selfless volunteers 
and loving friends and family make Bluebird soar. 

Rick Arnold, Board President

Rick Arnold

NEW FILE SIZE: 10.5” WIDE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER

RETREATS:
September 16-18, 2016 – Newcomers

October 7-9, 2016 – Couples

October 29 & 30, 2016 – Reunion

March 10-12, 2017 – Momcology

April 21-23, 2017 – Newcomers

May 5-7, 2017 – Couples

September 15-7, 2017 – Newcomers

October 6-8, 2017 – Couples

October 28 & 29, 2017 – Reunion

SPECIAL EVENTS:
Friday, September 23, 2016 – Gorilla Golf

SUPPORT GROUPS:
Bluebird Cancer Support Group –  
Second Thursday of each month  
5:30-7:00pm 
Bluebird Spring Lake Offices: 
917 W. Savidge St. #36  
In the Lake Pointe Condo building.

For more info contact Renee at  
rdenslow@bluebirdmi.org or 616-847-0839

Blue Bird Bosom Buddies  
Support Group –  
First Thursday night of each month 
7:00-8:00pm. 

Celebration Center:  
102B Walnut St., Holland, MI 49423

For more information contact Alecia Jones 
at ajones@hollandhospital.org

For more information or questions: 
Contact Renee Denslow at 616-847-0839  

Bluebird 2016-17  
Calendar 

Special Thanks 
to the Corporate 
Sponsors that 
have underwritten 
this event. Please 
patronize the 
businesses 
that help make 
this community 
something special! 

TITLE SPONSORS:
 Lacks Enterprises, Inc
 Mercy Health
  Robbins Road 

Animal Clinic

GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS:
 Anlaan Corporation
  Broadview Product 

Development
  Cancer & Hematology 

of West Michigan
 Eagle Alloy, Inc
 Metro Health 
 T&T Tools, Inc

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS:
  Barbara Ann Karmano’s 

Cancer Institute

 Brawn Mixer, Inc

 Core Realty Partner

 Eye Care One

  Garrison Dental Solutions

 Michigan Mortgage

 Mike & Sandy Reinhart

 Soils & Structures

 Spectrum Health

 Verplank Trucking

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSOR:
 BuckTale Farm
 Gerralyn Roobol
  Greenridge Realty –  

Christopher Peel
  Hendrickson Agency – 

Farm Bureau Insurance
 Holland Hospital
 John & Shelly Brocci
 Lakeshore Home Team
 Light Corp
  North Ottawa 

Community Hospital
 Scholten Fant Attorneys

 Stu & Lisa Kingma

With the Summer Olympics on the calendar and 
the 20th anniversary of BCR, it seemed fitting 
for our annual gala to recognize the “ultimate 
champions” – those we serve at Bluebird along with 
the originators of this incredible organization! 

With our largest turnout of guests, a record number 
of corporate sponsors and an incredible pledge 
match from Lack’s Enterprises, this event was the 
most successful in our history. Many thanks to the 
VanKampen-Boyer Foundation, Hampton Green 
Farm, and everyone that came out to make this a 
night we won’t soon forget. With your help, we are 
able to continue growing and expanding to offer the 
programs and support needed in our community! 



Rick Arnold, President 
Broadview Product Development 

Gloria LeMaire, Vice President

David Garland, Treasurer 
First Merit Bank 

Loril Garret,  
Lemmen Holton Cancer Pavilion 

Jack Groot,  
Town Square Real-estate

Shelley Brocci, 
Johnson Center Patient & Family Resources 

Susan Dudick,  
Cancer & Hematology of West Michigan

Stefanie Hall-VanHouwelingen,  
Herman MIller 

Patty Keller, Spring Lake Public Schools

Mary Mencarelli, Holland Hospital

Lori Zellers, Lakeshore Mediation 

Rev. Peter Theune, Honorary Board Member

Renee Denslow, Executive Director

Mindy Bectel, Retreat Director

We would like to offer special 
thanks to the numerous 

volunteers and donors that like 
to give quietly and behind the 

scenes. Your generosity speaks 
volumes to the many people 

you serve! We can’t thank you 
enough for your loyal support!

Watch for current happenings 
at: www.bluebirdmi.org

Donations can now be made 
on our website through 

917 W. Savidge St., Suite 37
Spring Lake, MI 49456

Board of Directors Bluebird
Cancer Retreats

Providing Hope for Adults with Cancer

SAVE THE 
DATE: 

September 
23, 2016

Many thanks to Cancer Program Manager, 
Gerri Roobol, from Spectrum Health. She 
has graciously served on our board of 
directors for the past six years. Gerri 
has been a guiding force for Bluebird 
serving on our program committee, event 
committees and as treasurer. She has 
been instrumental in helping us staff our 
retreats with incredible speakers, social 
workers and nurses and helping to share 
our programs with patients in need. 

Gerri has left us in good hands as she 
introduced us to the newest addition to our 
board, Loril Garrett, Outpatient Nursing 
Supervisor from Spectrum Health. Loril 
comes to Bluebird with an incredible 
background in Oncology beginning with 
her first clinical rotation in 2001. Loril 
has spent many years working as a case 
manager and a nurse navigator, following 
patients from the time of diagnosis, 
through treatment and into survivorship. 
She is known for being a nurse that cares 
deeply about the needs of cancer patients. 
Loril has been attending our bluebird 
events and referring her patients our way 
for many years and we are now lucky to 

have her officially joining our team! 

Please help us welcome Suzanne Adams & 
Barbara Olsen as our NEW co-facilitators 
of our Spring Lake Cancer Support Group! 
Suzanne and Barbara come with a wealth 
of experience and education in counseling 
and emotional care. They currently co-
facilitate a group at the Johnson Family 
Cancer Center and are looking forward 
to joining Bluebird as well. Barb comes 
with over 20 years’ experience in midwife 
birthing and crisis counseling. She shares 

“my experience has filled me with absolute 
awe as I witness volunteers make a 
positive change in others lives by giving 
a listening ear.” Our participants will be 
blessed to have her guiding them! Suzanne 
shares “Years ago, I walked into my first 
support group with my husband following 
his cancer diagnosis. I was terrified. We 
found compassion and understanding and 
left feeling encouraged and stronger. I am 
passionate about offering a safe haven 
where a patient or caregiver can share what 
is on their hearts.” If you or someone you 
know is looking for a cancer support group, 
please contact us for more information! 

Gerri Roobol

Loril Garrett

Get ready to hit the jungle at our 
15th annual Gorilla Golf event 
Friday, September 23! Last year, 
18 dedicated golfers played an 
impressive 1720 holes raising over 
$30,000 to support our mission! 
These gorillas are truly BANANAS!

We are looking for competition 
to take on our TOP BANANA, 
Derrick Arens, who raised over 
$6,700 for our cause (beating 
out Don Anderson by a small 
margin) and our KING KONG, 
the one and only crazy man...
Michael Dudick putting down 
223 holes (also nudging out 
Don Anderson by 7 holes)!

Contact our office for 
more information!

A look at our 
retreats and 
other outreach …

Volunteer Highlights: 

Suzanne Adams 
& Barbara Olsen


